
TIPS FOR CAMPUS VISITS  

 
Junior and senior years are the best times for students to visit colleges. Spring or summer 

vacation is a good time for juniors to begin the process. Here are some tips to help you in your 

planning. 

 

 Try to visit when the college is in session.  

 Call an admissions office at least a couple of weeks prior to your visit and inquire about 

campus tours and the advisability of scheduling an interview, particularly if you plan to 

apply.  

 

A campus visit provides you with the opportunity to find a college that is a good academic and 

personal “fit.” Ideally, visits should be arranged to allow you the opportunity to attend some 

classes and spend a night in the residence hall. Give yourself time to explore the campus, and 

visit the cafeteria, library and bookstore.  Talk to students, and try to make an appointment with a 

faculty member in your area of interest.  Don’t hesitate to ask questions; you are the consumer! 

 

Ask students: 

 What do they like about the college?  

 What do they complain about?  

 What are the reasons students transfer or leave?  

 What is the attrition rate?  

 What are the classes like? (lectures, discussions, relationship between students and 

faculty)  

 Who does the teaching?  

 What is the average class size?  

 Are professors available after class?  

 How do they spend their free time?  Is there a range of campus activities?  Are most 

students in residence on weekends?  

 What about transportation?  

 

Keep a diary of your visits, writing down your impressions of the college immediately after your 

visit.  Be sure to write a thank you note to the tour guide and interviewer. 

 

What can you learn? 

A visit enables you to evaluate more completely the environment and atmosphere of the 

particular college.  During your visit, you should attempt to learn the answers to the following 

questions: 

 Does the college have an orientation program for freshmen to help bridge the gap 

between high school and college?  

 Does the college have a counseling service to assist in course planning and other items of 

an educational, vocational or personal nature?  



 What opportunities to attend and participate in a wide variety of non-academic activities 

are offered?  

 What opportunities are offered for social participation by all students?  

 What is the relationship between faculty and student? (Formal-informal, etc.)  

 How much are students encouraged to participate in extra-curricular activities and in the 

organization and management of student affairs?  

 How good are the library facilities? Days and hours?  

 How good are the laboratory facilities? Are they up-to-date?  

 What are the conditions of the buildings and grounds? Are they clean? Are they well-

maintained?  

 Are housing and food services adequate?  

 What special services does the college operate?  

 Does the college operate a placement service for employment?  

 How cosmopolitan is the student body? What percentage of foreign students are 

admitted? Are the students from a wide area in the United States, or is it basically an in-

state school?  

 

Be prepared for an interview with someone in the Admissions Office. An interview serves two 

purposes. You can learn about the college, and the college admissions officer can learn about 

you. A neat appearance and useful, intelligent questions will help you to make a good 

impression. 

 

These sound suggestions will help: 

 Be relaxed and as poised as possible.  Be truthful, answering all questions fully and 

frankly. 

 Be positive about your school and your experiences.  

 Ask intelligent questions, but do not waste time asking questions that could have been 

answered by careful reading of the college brochures.  

 Take with you a copy of your resume and a current transcript.  

 You may be asked to discuss your own interests and plans: The reason you chose to visit 

the particular college, your leisure time activities, the sort of reading that interests you, 

the size and character of the school from which you come.  

 Get the name of your interviewer so you can continue correspondence with him/her.  

 Do your homework. Make sure you’ve read the college catalogue!  

 

Possible questions you may be asked: 

 Why do you want to go to college? Why are you interested in this college?  

 What is unique about you?  

 What is your greatest strength as a person and as a student?  

 What significant events have occurred in your life thus far?  

 Tell me about an assignment you are particularly proud of.  

 What have you contributed to your high school community?  

 What can you offer our college community?  

 Do you have any questions? Always have questions prepared. 

 


